Classes of the Neighbor

“As much as you have done it 

to one of the least of these My brothers, 

you have done it to Me.” 

Matthew 25:40

 Introduction 
· By the "hungry" angels perceive those who from affection desire good; 

· By the "thirsty," those who from affection desire truth; 

· By a "sojourner," those who want to be instructed; 

· By the "naked," those who acknowledge that there is nothing of good and of truth in themselves; 

· By the "sick," those who acknowledge that in themselves there is nothing but evil; 

· And by the "bound," or those who are "in prison," those who acknowledge that in themselves there is nothing but falsity.
Arcana Coelestia 4956

Day One: WHO IS THE NEIGHBOR?


And behold, a certain lawyer stood up tempting Him and saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

And He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How readest thou?”


And he answering said, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God from thy whole heart, and from thy whole soul, and from thy whole strength, and from thy whole thought, and thy neighbor as thyself.”
                                  

And He said to him, “Thou hast answered rightly. Do this, and thou shalt live.”


But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”


And Jesus replying, said, “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, who having stripped him and inflicted blows on him departed, leaving him when he was half dead. And as it happened, a certain priest came down the same way, and seeing him, passed by on the other side. And likewise also a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. 


“But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came upon him, and seeing him, was moved with compassion. And coming near, he bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and he set him on his own beast of burden, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And departing on the morrow, he took out two denarii, and gave them to the host, and said to him, ‘Take care of him, and whatever thou spendest more, when I come back, I will repay thee.’


“Which now of these three thinkest thou was neighbor to him who fell among robbers?”


And he said, “He who did mercy with him.” 


Then Jesus said to him, “Go, and do thou likewise.” (Luke 10:25-37)
The New Jerusalem and her Heavenly Doctrine 
Love Toward the Neighbor, or Charity

84. It shall first be stated what is meant by “neighbor,” for it is he who is to be loved, and towards whom charity is to be exercised. Unless it is known what is meant by “the neighbor,” charity may be practiced indiscriminately and in the same way towards the evil and the good. Thus charity becomes no charity, since the evil, by the benefits received, do evil to the neighbor, but the good do good.

NJHD 85. It is commonly supposed at the present day that every man is a neighbor in a like degree, and that good ought to be done to everyone who requires help. But Christian prudence is concerned in examining well the quality of a person’s life, and in practicing charity accordingly. A man of the internal church acts with discrimination, and thus intelligently. But a man of the external church, because he cannot so well distinguish things, acts without discrimination.

NJHD 86. The distinctions in the neighbor, with which the man of the Church ought to be well acquainted, are according to the good that is with everyone. And since all good proceeds from the Lord, the Lord Himself, in the highest sense and in a supereminent degree, is the Neighbor, from whom [others are neighbors]. 
From this it follows, that a person is a neighbor so far as there is with him anything of the Lord. And since no one receives the Lord—that is, the good that proceeds from Him—in the same way, therefore no one is a neighbor in the same way as another, for all who are in the heavens, and all who are good on earth, differ as to good. Never is there with any two persons the same and identical good. Good must be various, so that each [good] may subsist by itself. 
All these varieties, however, and consequently all the distinctions in the neighbor, which are according to the reception of the Lord, that is, according to the reception of good from Him, can never be known by any man, nor indeed by any angel, except in a general manner. Thus the general kinds [may be known] and the species under them. Neither does the Lord require anything more from the man of the Church, except that he live according to what he is acquainted with.
1. Have you ever found yourself tempting or testing the Lord, asking in a cynical, hopeless way, What shall I do to inherit eternal life? 

2. Notice how the Lord turns the question around, away from, “Whom do I have to love?” to, “How can I be a neighbor?” And the essence is to do mercy.
3. How can we practice Christian prudence and discrimination without being judgmental in a self-righteous way? How is such discrimination an essential quality of true love toward the neighbor? 

4. The man of the Church “ought to be well acquainted” with the distinctions in the neighbor. That’s what we’re studying in these classes. 
5. No two people or angels are good in the same way, or else they would have no distinct identity. How do we let the Lord harmonize our varieties? 
6. The Lord only asks us to live by what we know. So what good is it to learn more?

Day Two: GOOD IS THE NEIGHBOR


And one of the scribes came, and having heard them disputing together, seeing that He had answered them well, asked Him, “Which is the first commandment of all?” 


And Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel: the Lord is our God, the Lord is one. And thou shalt love the Lord thy God from thy whole heart, and from thy whole soul, and from thy whole mind, and from thy whole strength. This is the first commandment, and the second is like it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”


And the scribe said to Him, “Well [spoken], Teacher. Thou hast said the truth, for there is one God, and there is no other but He. And to love Him from the whole heart, and from the whole intellect, and from the whole soul, and from the whole strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifice.”


And Jesus seeing him, that he answered discreetly, said to him, “Thou art not far from the kingdom of God.” And no one dared question Him any longer. (Mark 12:28-34; see also Mat. 22:37-40; Luke 10:25-28; Deut. 6:4-5; Levit. 19:18)
NJHD 87. Since good with everyone is various, it follows that the quality of good determines the degree and the proportion in which anyone is a neighbor. That this is so is plain from the Lord’s parable concerning the man who fell among thieves, who, being half dead, was passed by both by a priest and also by a Levite; but a Samaritan, after he had bound up his wounds, and poured oil and wine into them, put him upon his own beast and brought him to an inn, and gave orders concerning him that care should be taken. This man, because he practiced the good of charity, is called a neighbor (Luke 10:29-37). From this it may be known that he is a neighbor who is in good. The oil and wine also, which the Samaritan poured into the wounds, signify good and its truth.
NJHD 88. From what has now been said, it is plain that in a universal sense, good is the neighbor, since a man is a neighbor according to the quality of the good that is with him from the Lord. And since good is the neighbor, so also is love, for all good belongs to love. Therefore also everyone is a neighbor according to the quality of the love which he has from the Lord.

NJHD 89. That it is love that causes anyone to be a neighbor, and that everyone is a neighbor according to the quality of his love, appears clearly from the case of those who are in the love of self. They acknowledge as a neighbor those by whom they themselves are loved most, that is, in the proportion in which they belong to them. These they embrace; these they kiss; to them they do good; and these they call ‘brothers.’ In fact, being evil, they call them ‘neighbor’ in preference to others. The rest they acknowledge as a neighbor in proportion as they are loved by them, and thus according to the quality and extent of their love. Such people consider themselves to be the origin of the neighbor, since it is love that causes and determines [neighborliness]. 

Those, on the other hand, who do not love themselves in preference to others, as is the case with all those who are of the Lord’s kingdom, derive the origin of the neighbor from Him whom they ought to love above all things, and thus from the Lord. They also esteem everyone as a neighbor according to the quality of his love to the Lord, and from the Lord. From this it becomes plain, from Whom the man of the church ought to derive the origin of the neighbor; and that everyone is a neighbor according to the good which is from the Lord; and consequently, that good itself is the neighbor.
1. In the New Testament the Lord adds the element of the mind, or intellect, or thought, to the heart and soul and strength of the Old Testament. How does that affect our approach to life? How does the Lord teach us to love Him and our neighbors with our whole mind in the Gospels and in the Heavenly Doctrine?
2. The parable of the Good Samaritan shows that people are neighbors in different ways and to different extents. How can we practice charity or mercy as the Samaritan did, pouring in oil and wine into a neighbor’s wounds? 

3. Love essentially is the neighbor. But how can we know what we really love, much less what another person loves?

4. Our immediate responsibilities are to our parents and children. How can we tell the difference between fulfilling these responsibilities versus merely loving ourselves by caring for “our own” family?
Day Three: ALL THE VARIOUS KINDS OF THE NEIGHBOR REPRESENTED


And when the Son of Man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He shall sit on the throne of His glory, and before Him all the nations shall be gathered together; and He shall separate them one from the other, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And He shall stand the sheep indeed on His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then the King shall say to those on His right hand, “Come, the blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and you gave Me to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me to drink; I was a sojourner, and you gathered Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.”

Then the just shall answer Him, saying, “Lord, when did we see Thee hungry and fed Thee, or thirsty and gave Thee drink? And when did we see Thee a sojourner and gathered Thee in, or naked and clothed Thee? And when did we see Thee weak or in prison and come to Thee?”

And the King answering shall say to them, “Amen, I say to you, as much as you have done it to one of the least of these My brothers, you have done it to Me.”

And then He shall say to those on the left hand, “Go from Me, cursed ones, into the everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry, and you did not give me anything to eat; I was thirsty, and you did not give Me anything to drink. I was a sojourner, and you did not gather Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; weak and in prison, and you did not visit Me.”

Then they shall also answer Him, saying, “Lord, when did we see Thee hungry, or thirsty, or a sojourner, or naked, or weak, or in prison, and did not minister to Thee?”

Then He shall answer them saying, “Amen, I say to you, as much as you did not do it to one of these, the least, neither have you done it to Me.” And these shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the just into everlasting life. 



                            (Matthew 25:31-46)
NJHD 90. That good itself is the neighbor the Lord also teaches in Matthew (25: 34-40). For to those who were in good He said that they had given Him to eat, that they had given Him to drink, that they had taken Him in, had clothed Him, had visited Him, and had come to Him when in prison; and afterwards, that “inasmuch as they had done it to the least of His brothers, they had done it to Him.” In these six kinds of good, as understood in the spiritual sense, are included all the various kinds of the neighbor. From this again it is evident that when good is loved, the Lord Himself is loved; for the Lord is He from whom good is, who is in good, and who is good itself.
NJHD 91. The neighbor, however, is not only the man in the singular, but also man in the plural. A smaller or greater society, one’s country, the Church, the Lord’s kingdom, and the Lord Himself above all, is also the neighbor. They are the neighbor to whom good ought to be done out of love. They also are ascending degrees of the neighbor, for a society consisting of many is a neighbor in a higher degree than an individual person; one’s country is a neighbor in a still higher degree; the Church in a still higher degree; and, in a still higher degree, the Lord’s kingdom; but in the highest degree the Lord is the neighbor. These ascending degrees are like the steps of a ladder, at the top of which is the Lord….

NJHD 94. The Church is a neighbor more than one’s country, for he who takes care of the Church, takes care of the souls and the eternal life of the men who are in a country. Whoever, therefore, out of love, takes care of the Church, loves the neighbor in a higher degree; for he desires and wills heaven and happiness of life to eternity for others.
NJHD 96. …And since the Lord is in the highest degree, and as in each degree one should look to Him as to the end which is to be regarded, therefore He is to be loved above all persons and above all things. From this it may appear in what way love to the Lord conjoins itself with love towards the neighbor.
1. In the literal sense, which of these ministries most appeal to you: feeding someone, giving them water, taking someone into your home, clothing someone, or visiting someone who is sick or in prison?
2. The just do not think they have done anything for the Lord. They don’t claim merit. “When did we see Thee….?
3. Those on the left hand are those in faith alone, who think that how we live doesn’t matter. The King does not accuse them of evil works, but all their works are done for selfish reasons, not from religion. They do not shun evils as sins, but just to stay out of trouble.
4. Does the Lord want us as a Church to be involved with feeding the hungry, etc.? Does He want us to be involved individually? (See page 13 for more teachings to guide us.) Why is the Church the neighbor in a high degree?
5. What is a situation in which the Lord’s teachings concerning the greater neighbor have helped you?

Day Four: HOW WE ARE TO BE NEIGHBORS TO OURSELVES

Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thy heart. Reproving thou shalt reprove thy fellow man, and not carry a sin against him. Thou shalt not avenge, and thou shalt not bear a grudge against the sons of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself: I am Jehovah. (Leviticus 19:17-18)
You have heard that it has been declared, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and shalt hate thine enemy. But I say to you, Love your enemies, bless them who curse you, do good to them who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father who is in the heavens. For He makes His sun to rise on the wicked and the good, and sends rain on the just and the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the publicans do the same? And if you greet your brothers only, what do you do more abundantly? Do not even the publicans do so? Therefore be perfect, as your Father who is in the heavens is perfect. (Matthew 5:43-48)

NJHD 97. It is a common saying that everyone is a neighbor to himself. By this is meant that everyone ought to take care of himself first. The doctrine of charity, however, teaches how this should be understood. Everyone ought to take care of himself so that he may have the necessities of life, namely, food, clothing, a place to live, and several other things which are required of necessity by the civil life in which he is. He has to provide not only for himself but also for those belonging to him, and indeed not just for the present but also for the future. For unless a man provides for himself the necessities of life, he cannot be in a condition to practice charity, being himself in want of everything.

NJHD 98. In what way, however, everyone ought to be a neighbor to himself may appear from the following comparison. Everyone ought to provide food and clothing for his body. This must come first, yet for the purpose that a sound mind may be in a sound body. Everyone ought also to provide food for his mind, that is, he ought to furnish it with the things belonging to intelligence and wisdom, so that it may be fitted to be of use to his fellow-citizens, to human society, to his country, to the Church, and thus to the Lord. He who does so, takes care of his well-being to eternity. 

From this it is plain that the first thing is where the end is, for the sake of which [a thing is to be done], for all things look to the end. The case also is like that of a man who when building a house first lays a foundation. But the foundation must be for the house, and the house for the purpose of a place to live. He who looks upon himself as his neighbor in the first place, is like someone who regards the foundation, and not the house or a place to live, as the end, when yet a place to live is the first and ultimate end, and the house together with the foundation is only a means towards the end.

NJHD 99. The end explains how everyone ought to be a neighbor to himself, and how he ought to care for himself in the first place. If anyone’s end is to become richer than others solely for the sake of riches, pleasure, or enjoying superiority over others and the like, his end is evil; and such a man does not love his neighbor, but himself. But if anyone’s end is to accumulate wealth in order that he may be in a condition to be of use to his fellow-citizens, to human society, to his country, and to the Church—also, if his end is to obtain public offices for the same purpose—he loves his neighbor. The very end for the sake of which a man acts makes the man, for the end is his love, because everyone has for his first and last end what he loves above all things.

1. What emphasis does Leviticus bring to the doctrine of love toward the neighbor? What is the Lord commanding us to do?
2. Why does the Lord command us to love, bless, do good to, and pray for our enemies? What good comes of this command? What if an enemy is doing harm?

3. How do we tell whether we are satisfying our own hunger and needs merely selfishly rather than for the sake of being able to be useful? How do we tell whether we’re living in the basement instead of in the house? What are some clues? 

4. What is true and what is false about the idea that you can’t love someone else unless you love yourself? Is love of self the origin of love toward the neighbor?
Day Five: HOW DO WE PRACTICE CHARITY?

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love one to another.  (John 13:34-35)
So far we have spoken of the neighbor. Now we will speak of love towards him, that is, of Charity.

NJHD 100. It is believed by many that love towards the neighbor consists in giving to the poor, assisting the needy, and doing good to everyone. Charity, however, consists in acting with prudence, and for the sake of the end that good may result from it. Whoever assists a poor or needy evil-doer does evil through him to his neighbor; for through the help which he affords to him he confirms him in evil, and supplies him with the means to do evil to others. It is different with those who lend assistance to the good.

NJHD 101. But charity has a far wider scope than the poor and needy, for charity consists in doing what is right in every work, and in doing one's duty in every office. Thus if a judge does what is just for the sake of what is just, he practices charity. If he punishes the guilty, and acquits the innocent, he practices charity, for in so doing he cares for the welfare of his fellow-citizens and for his country. Again, a priest who teaches the truth and leads to good, for the sake of truth and good, practices charity; but he who does these things for the sake of himself and the world, does not practice charity; because he does not love the neighbor, but himself.

NJHD 102. The case is the same with the rest, whether they administer any public office or not; thus with children in respect to parents, and with parents in respect to children; with servants in respect to their masters, and with masters in respect to their servants; with subjects in respect to their king, and with a king in respect to his subjects. Whoever among them does his duty from a sense of duty, and what is just from a sense of what is just, practices charity.
NJHD 103. These things belong to the love of the neighbor, that is to charity, because, as was said above, every man is a neighbor, yet in a different manner. A smaller or larger society is a neighbor in a higher degree, one’s country in a still higher degree, the Lord’s kingdom in a still higher degree, and the Lord Himself is the neighbor more than all. And in a universal sense, the good which proceeds from the Lord is the neighbor, consequently also sincerity and justice. Therefore he who does good of whatever kind for the sake of good, and who acts sincerely and justly for the sake of sincerity and justice, loves the neighbor, and practices charity; for he acts from the love of what is good, sincere and just; and, consequently, from the love of those [people] in whom there is good, sincerity and justice.

NJHD 104. Charity, therefore, is an internal affection, from which a man wills to do good, and indeed without any repayment. The delight of his life consists in doing such good. With those who do good from an internal affection there is charity in everything they think and say, will and do. It may be said that a man and an angel, as to his interiors, is charity, when to him good is the neighbor. So wide is the scope of charity.

NJHD 105. Those for whom love of self and the world are the end cannot possibly be in charity. They do not even know what charity is. They cannot comprehend at all that heaven in a man consists in willing and doing good to the neighbor apart from any view to reward, and that as great a happiness is inherent in this affection as belongs to the angels in heaven, and this happiness is ineffable. For they believe that if they were deprived of the joyous feeling arising from the glory of places of honor and wealth, no further joy would be left; when yet heavenly joy, which infinitely exceeds [all other joys], only then begins.
1. In what ways is John 13:34-35 a “new” commandment?

2. What is the sign of being a Christian? What are some other things that people wrongly think are the signs of being a Christian? 

3. What is the first thing the Lord teaches about the practice of charity in NJHD 100?
4. What does charity consist in, as compared with the common definition as giving alms? Why is this the essence of practicing true love toward the neighbor, more than giving alms? 

5. The motive is an important factor in determining whether our works are truly charitable or not. But how can we tell? 

6. NJHD 103 speaks of loving those in whom there is good, sincerity and justice. But what if we’re not seeing those qualities?
7. How does the Lord lead us beyond the stage of having a view to reward as an important motivator? How can we cooperate with Him in this?  
Day Six: THE CLASSES OF THE NEIGHBOR TEACH US HOW TO PRACTICE CHARITY.

All things whatever you want men to do for you, you should also do for them; for this is the Law and the Prophets.  (Matthew 7:12)
AC 4955. Be it known in the first place that the works enumerated [in the parable in Matthew 25] are the very works of charity in their order. No one can see this who is not acquainted with the internal sense of the Word, that is, who does not know what is meant by giving the hungry to eat, giving the thirsty to drink, gathering the sojourner, clothing the naked, visiting the sick, and coming to those who are in prison. He who thinks of these acts only from the sense of the letter infers that they mean good works in the external form and that there is nothing secret in them beyond this; and yet there is something secret in each of them which is Divine, because it is from the Lord. 

But the secret is not understood at this day because at this day there are no doctrinals of charity. For ever since men separated charity from faith, these doctrinals have perished, and in place of them the doctrinals of faith have been invented and received, which do not at all teach what charity is and what the neighbor is. 

The doctrinals existing among the ancients taught all the genera and all the species of charity, and also who the neighbor is toward whom charity is to be exercised, and how one is the neighbor in a different degree and in a different respect from another, and consequently how the exercise of charity varies in its application toward different persons. They also grouped the neighbor together into classes, and assigned them names, calling some the poor, needy, miserable, afflicted; some the blind, lame, halt, and also fatherless and widows; and others the hungry, thirsty, sojourners, naked, sick, bound, and so on; thus knowing what duty they owed toward one and toward another.

But as before said these doctrinals perished, and with them the understanding of the Word, insomuch that no one at this day knows otherwise than that by the "poor," the "widows," and the "fatherless," in the Word, none other are meant than they who are so called; in like manner here by the "hungry," the "thirsty," the "sojourners," the "naked," the "sick," and those who are "in prison;" when yet by these charity is described such as it is in its essence, and the exercise of it such as it must be in its life.

AC 4956. The essence of charity toward the neighbor is the affection of good and truth, and the acknowledgment of self as being evil and false. In fact, the neighbor is good and truth itself, and to be affected by these is to have charity. The opposite to the neighbor is evil and falsity, which are held in aversion by one who has charity. He therefore who has charity toward the neighbor is affected by good and truth because they are from the Lord, and holds in aversion what is evil and what is false because these are from self. And when he does this, he is in humility from self-acknowledgment, and when he is in humility, he is in a state of reception of good and truth from the Lord. 

These are the characteristics of charity which in the internal sense are involved in these words of the Lord [in the parable, quoted on page 7]… That these words involve such things, no one can know except from the internal sense. The ancients, who had the doctrinals of charity, knew these things. But at this day they appear so remote that everyone will wonder at its being said that these things are within. Moreover, the angels who are with man perceive these words no otherwise, for by the "hungry" they perceive those who from affection desire good… [See the cover for the rest.]  If these things are reduced into one meaning, they signify what has been stated just above.

1. The “golden rule” also teaches us not to do to others what we don’t want them to do us. This rule comes from the spiritual law that whatever you give out is what comes back to you. Influx is according to efflux. How can these truths help us?
2. Is the Arcana Coelestia invalidating the literal sense here? Are we not supposed to feed the hungry, and so forth?
3. To what extent do the teaching and commonly received attitudes in our church teach faith instead of charity? What might be an example? 

4. What should be our purpose in studying the six classes of the neighbor? 

5. Is AC 4956 being unduly negative in emphasizing acknowledgment of self as being evil and false? Why is this acknowledgment helpful?
� Quoting Deut. 6:5 and Levit. 19:18





